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ABSTRACT

The socio-economic status of Nigerians could be enhanced through the
empowerment using vocational education, whose activities spread across all
fields of study and sectors of the economy. This survey therefore examines
vocational education as a strategy for the sustenance of socio-economic
empower ment of Nigerians. The basic aimsareto know when vocational education
should be introduced, challenges facing vocational education and types of
vocational education that should be introduced to students so as to provide a
scientific stand point on the subject matter. The study is conducted in the south-
south and south-east geopolitical zones of Nigeria. Teachersand other education
stakeholders totaling 1850 were used for the study. Three research questions
wereraised and answered. Two sets of questionnaire were used for data collection.
The instruments were validated by two vocational Educators and one
measurement and evaluation lecturer. The reliability of the instruments was
determined using Pearson Product Moment Coefficient statistics as 0.84, 0.79
and 0.88. Data was analysed using frequency and percentage. The findings
reveal among others that vocational education should be introduced at the
primary level. It is recommended that the federal government should setup
machinery to introduced vocational education with a special curriculumin the
primary schools.

Keywords: Vocational Education, primary school, curriculum, challenges,
empower ment

INTRODUCTION
Vocational education activitiesin Nigeriaare governed by the policiesin the National
Policy on Education (FRN, 2004) guidelines. Any matter concerning vocational education
inNigeriathat doesnot reflect the phil osophy and goa sof vocationa educationin Nigeria
isnot authentic. FRN (2004) statesthat the Nigeria sphilosophy of vocational education
isbased on the provision of equa accessto educational opportunitiesfor al citizensof the
country at the primary, secondary and tertiary levelsboth inside and outside the formal
school system. It also emphasi zed the acquisition of gppropriate skillsand the devel opment
of mental, physica and socid abilitiesand competenciesasequipment for theindividua to
livein and contribute meaningfully to the devel opment of the society. However, thebig
question botherson the practicability of thispolicy in Nigeria seducation systemwhich
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thiswork addresses. Anyakoha (2008) statesthat present day Nigerian economy istending
towardsatechnologica economy with amost everything depending on technology. The
gadgetsin the home such asfans, cookers, washing machines, dryers, televisionsand
communication equi pment among others needsthe knowledge of technology for their
operationsto be effective. In agriculture, whatever modificationsareto be made onthe
crops are carried out when the crops are young. It isonly the young plant that can be
transplanted, boarded, grafted and modified. The scripture on the other hand supported
that the best timeto train the child iswhen the childisyoung so that when thechildisold
thechild cannot depart from thetraining (Anyakohaand Igboeli, 1998).

TheFRN (2004) inthe Nationa Policy on Educeation lay very littleor noemphasis
onvocationa education. Theonly vocationd attentionissandwichin Cultura and Crestive
Arts. Inthe secondary school (junior and senior) levels, the subjectsare presented in
groupswith group B dedicated for vocationa subjectsin each case. Thevocationa subjects
include agricultural sciences, applied electricity, auto-mechanics, book-keeping and
accounting, building construction, eectronics, home management, technical drawingsand
finearts. The post secondary or university education does not have much emphasison
vocational education except for the newly introduced entrepreneurial education and the
technica and vocationa education technology (T-VET) insomeuniversities(Internationa
Federation for Home Economics, 2008 and 2012). The devel opment of technol ogy and
vocational educationisbasically new to Nigerian post secondary education which has
very little or no qualified teachersto teach thisvocational/entrepreneurial education
(McGregor, 2009). Itisonthisdevelopment that thisstudy ishinged toinvestigetetheright
time and the vocational education coursesthat should beintroduced into the Nigerian
education system. Thisstudy stemsfrom thefact that the administrators of educationin
Nigeriaare battling with unemployment, skill acquisition and job creationwithout asingle
solution. Whilemost peoplearguethat vocationa education should beintroduced in primary
school, othersarguein support of secondary and yet othersarguein support of university
or evenduring thenationa youth service corps(FMWA SD, 1995; Williams, 2002; Nationd
Panning Commission, 2004; Nwaogwugwu, and Agumagu, 2007). Themain reason for
thisstudy isto provide ascientific stand onthe above matter. Thegeneral purposeof this
study wastheanaysisof vocationa skillsacquisitionsasstrategiesin managing challenges
inachanging world. Specificaly thisstudy sought to:

1 Determinethe appropriate educational level to introduce vocational education
into the Nigerian education system.
2. Determine the vocationa challenges facing the Nigerian education system

(economy).

3. Determinethe appropriate vocational skillsthat should beintroduced into the

Nigerian education system.

Consequently, thefollowing research questionsguided the study:

1 What isthe appropriate educational level tointroduce vocational educationinto
the Nigerian education system?

2. Wheat arethe challengesfacing vocational educationin Nigerian?
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3. What are the appropriate vocational skillsthat should beintroduced into the
Nigerian education system?

METHOD

Thisstudy adoptsthe survey research design. Thisdesign isappropriate because the
researchersareonly interestedinthelevd of introduction, chalengesand typesof vocationd
education. The study was conducted for education system at all levelsand education
stakeholdersin the south-south and south-east Nigeria. The population coversall the
teachersindl levelsof education and other educati on stakehol dersin the south-south and
south-east part of Nigeria. Thesamplefor thisstudy was 1850 teachersand other education
stakeholders. Thisismade up of 500 primary school teachers, 500 secondary school
teachers, 500 university lecturersand 350 education stakehol ders. Smplerandom sampling
technique was used to draw the teachers and other education stakeholdersin the zones.
Threeresearchersmadeinstrumentswere used for datacollection. Theinstrumentswere
validated by two vocationa Educatorsand one measurement and evaluation lecturer. Test-
retest method was used to determinethereliability of theinstruments. Thereliability
coefficients were found to be 0.84, 0.79 and 0.88 using Pearson Product Moment
Correlation method. The researchersaong with trained research assistants personally
adminigered theinstrumentsto therespondents. All thecompletedingrumentswereretrieved
at the spot and there was 100% return rate. The data collected were analyzed using
frequency and percentages.
RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 showsthat the study groups supported theintroduction of vocational education
in the primary school with members of the other education stakeholders (parents,
ministriesof education staff in Statesand Federal levels, authors and book publishers)
having 93% as the highest and members of the university community have 77% as
theleast. Table 2 showsthat of the eight itemsidentified in the study, items 1 and 2 arenot
seen aschallengesfacing the Nigerian vocationa education system. They rather seeitems
3-8 asmajor challengesfacing the Nigerian education system. The highest of these
chalengesbeing thepoor societd attitudetowardsvocationd education. They seevocationa
education asthe reserved educational opportunity of the poor. Table 3 revea sthat the
vocationa skillsoutlined intheNationa Policy on Education (2004) should beintroduced
tothepupilsintheprimary school viaaspecidized curriculum. Intheir support they strongly
supported item 14 (woodwork) bearing in mind that wood isindigenousto the Nigerian
environment and mostly used materials. Asthedataon table 1 providethat al the study
groups supported the early introduction of vocational education into the primary school
system. This position negatesthe position of the FRN (2004) which advocatesthe study
of cultura and cregtivearts. Theresearchersintheir opinionfed that theearlier thevocationa
educationisintroduced to the students/pupilsthe better they are catch young and positive
interest devel oped in them towardsvocational studies. It can be seen that thereexistsan
array of challengesfacing vocationa education in Nigeriabut the good newsisthat there
adsoexis qudified teachers, teaching and learning facilitieswhich the education system can
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harnesstoimprovevocationa educationin Nigeria Findly table 3 reved sthat specidized
curriculumto cover al theidentified vocational areasinthe FRN (2004) National Policy
on Education should beintroduced in the primary schools. The school system shouldaim
at catchingthepupils young andincul cating theinterest in vocationa studiesinto them so
that they would grow and livewithit all their lives. There are changesin theworld today
which makesthe present world more challenging when compared to the world before
now. Such changesinclude among othersthelevel of unemployment, standard of living,
thefacilitiesof lifeand the need for peopleto be more self-empl oyed rather than |ook
forward to the government to provide employment to al. The situation of the country in
thisregardisnot only pathetic but ablatant proof of economic suicide. Nigeriain particular
hastraded vocational education for crudeoil. Since crudeoil wasdiscoveredin Nigeria,
theleadership of thecountry hasthroughtheir actionskilled thespirit of vocationa education
innearly every person. When vocetiona educationisintroduced in the primary school, the
children would learn trades which would form an integral part of their growth and
devel opment, on maturity they would usethisand create work for themsel ves, reduce
unemployment and become self-employed.

However, before today, pupilsin the elementary schoolsused to engagein hand
work. Thiswaswhen they will produce baskets, crater, pot molded with clay and mud
etc. Today, money ischarged in place of hand work. How good and economic rewarding
would it have beento Nigeriaif the previoustrendswere encouraged and alowed to be
positively influenced by modern advancementstoday Nigeriawould have beenthetrue
Chinaof Africathantheunrealistic African giant sheclaims. Solving the challengesfacing
vocational education in Nigeriawould raisethe confidence of Nigerian studentsasthey
would grow with thesetrades, seeit asanintegral part of their developmental processes
and not ameansof surviva of the poor. In thisregardsboth the poor and therich would be
naturally self-employed and unemployment would be drastically reduced. Provision of
specidized vocational education curriculumin the primary school would cover and solve
local problemsand promote self-employment and weal th creation asthe pupilswould
master thesetradesand maketheir money earlier enoughinlive.

Table 1: Summary of teachers and educational stakeholders on the appropriate educational level to
introduce vocational education into the Nigerian education system.

S/No Details Decision
Support Against
1 Primary level Primary Sch. Teachers 400 (80) 100 (20)
Secondary Sch. Teachers 425 (85) 75 (15)
University Lecturers 385 (77) 115 (23)
Other Education Stakeholders 325 (93) 25 (07)
2 Secondary level Primary Sch. Teachers 120 (24) 380 (76)
Secondary Sch. Teachers 150 (30) 350 (70)
University Lecturers 100 (20) 400 (80)
Other Education Stakeholders 50 (14) 300 (86)
3 University level Primary Sch. Teachers 80 (16) 420 (84)
Secondary Sch. Teachers 110 (22) 390 (78)
University Lecturers 155 (31) 345 (69)
Other Education Stakeholders 30 (9) 320 (91)

Note: Valuesin bracket represent percentage.  Source: Survey, 2013
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Table 2: Summary of teachers and other educational stakeholders on the vocational education
challenges facing the Nigerian education system (economy)

S/INo  Details Decision
1 Availability of qualified teachers 250 (14) 1600 (86)
2 Availability of teaching and learning equi pment 325 (18) 1525 (82)
3 Poor students attitude towards vocational education 1450 (78) 400 (22)
4 Poor parental interest towards vocational education 1345 (73) 505 (27)
5 Poor societal attitude towards vocational education 1565 (85) 285 (15)
6 Government lips services towards vocational education 1338 (72) 512 (28)
7 The poor teaching and learning of vocational education in

Nigerian schools 1423 (77) 427 (23)
8 The vocational education curriculum used in

Nigerian school system 1525 (82) 325 (18)

Note: Valuesin bracket represent percentage.
Source: Survey, 2013

Table 3: Summary of teachers and other educational stakeholders on the types of vocational that
should be introduced into the Nigerian education system

S/No Details Decision
Support Against

1 Agricultural science 1653 (89) 197 (11)
2 Applied electricity 1239 (67) 611 (33)
3 Auto-mechanics 1625 (88) 225 (12)
4 Book-keeping and accounting 1398 (76) 452 (24)
5 Building construction 1721 (93) 129 (07)
6 Commerce 1433 (77) 417 (23)
7 Computer education 1662 (90) 188 (10)
8 Electronics 1590 (86) 260 (14)
9 Clothing and textiles 1259 (68) 591 (32)
10 Food and nutrition 1611 (87) 239 (13)
11 Home management 1710 (92) 140 (08)
12 Metal work 1168 (63) 682 (37)
13 Technical drawing 1532 (83) 318 (17)
14 Woodwork 1810 (98) 40 (02)
15 Shorthand 1095 (59) 755 (41)
16 Typewriting 1522 (82) 328 (18)
17 Fine art 1421 (77) 429 (23)
18 Music 970 (52) 880 (48)

Note: Valuesin bracket represent percentage.
Source: Survey, 2013; National Policy on Education, 2004.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thisstudy assesses vocational education asastrategy for the sustenance of the socio-
economic empowerment of Nigerians. Thefindingsreved that thereare challengesfacing
vocational educationin Nigeria. Hence, itisrecommended that government at al levels
should introduce vocational educationin primary schools, giveaholistic solution to the
challengesfacing vocationd education and set up Specia scurriculumfor vocationd education
inNigeria The contentsof the special vocational education curriculum should beableto
solve Nigerian problems.
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